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RE-OPENING OF THE SCHOOLS. 


The first week of October is always interesting as 
the period in which the veterinary colleges open for 
their winter session. To parents and guardians it 
must be more or lessan anxious occasion. To old prac- 
titioners it revives pleasant memories. To the 
neophyte all is new, and pleasant, and hopeful, not a 
cloud obscures his horizon, and he has only to 
determine to go straight to look forward with confi- 
dence to a four-years-course of pleasurable work. 

The first of the schools to open this year was the 
Royal Veterinary College, and in another week the 
schools in Scotland and Ireland will follow suit. 
The chair was taken at Camden Town by Mr. A. C. 
Cope, and the opening address delivered by Mr. 
Bloxam. On the platform were Sir Thomas Elliott, 
Sir George Brown, Colonel Thomson and Colonel 
Duck. The general attendance of students and 
practitioners was the largest we have ever seen on 
an opening day, and was perhaps unique in the fact 
that the audience included no less than three Princi- 
pals of other schools. 

Two announcements of interest were made: (a) 
that a new Warrant for the A.V.D. is in print; (d) 
that the Governors of the R.V.C. are applying to the 
University of London for the establishment of a 
degree for veterinarians. We hope to give a full 
report next week of the introductory lecture, and 

therefore postpone any comment upon the many 
important points developed. 


Tur A.V.D. AND THE PROMISED WARRANT. 


Whilst appreciating good intentions, no cautious 
person offers effusive thanks forthem. It is time to 
express gratitude when we have some tangible re- 
sult. Never shout until you are out of the wood is 
sound and sportsmanlike advice. It is announced, 
however, that a new Warrant is in type and merely 
awaits approval at the hands of the highest authori- 
ties. The Warrant is rumoured to contain pro- 
Visions granting the Army Veterinary Officer com- 

tant rank and title, some improvement in pay, 
and an increased scale of pension. [fall this is true 

€ veterinary profession will be satisfied, for it is 
all that has n asked. We are a modest body, 
and only made a claim for the barest recognition of 
our position and services. We think we may add 
tif the new Warrant is really what rumour says 
We shall all accept it hon:stly and heartily, without 
reserve. We shall not take what we have got and 

‘mediately proceed to ask for more. 

till, we advise caution, and should strongly depre- 
cate any candidates for the A.V,D. making a rush 
til the new Warrant is public property. It can- 

rot be delayed very long. 
t present the service is not worth entering. 


is opened to the best of our younger men, and the 
Army will obtain veterinary officers able and willing 
ito work in maintaining their department at the 
‘highest possible point of efficiency. 


EXEMPTION FROM JURIES. 


Quite a number of plucky attempts have been 
made in various parts of the country to follow the 
good example set by Mr. Chas. Allen in obtaining 
exemption from service on juries. 

Mr. Allen obtained a decision in the High Court 
which settled the question for all practitioners in 
Ireland. In England and Scotland we have not 
yet got so far asa decision by the High Court, and 
until we do each case is decided by the bench of 
magistrates, some of whom have accepted us as 
“registered medical practitioners’? and allowed 
exemption; whilst some have declined to alter 
existing custom. In one instance the Solicitor of 
the R.C.V.S. has induced the Bench to grant a case 
and we suppose, therefore, the Council will take 
the opportunity of having the question settled one 
way or the other. It is just possible that Mr. 
Thatcher might think it expedient to wait awhile 
and see how the magistrates in other places act. If 
a number of exemptions were granted locally we 
might expect each year to increase the decisions in 
our favour and thus strengthen the case by accep- 
ted custom. If we go to the High Court we go for 
all or none. 


DISTEMPER VACCINE EXPERIMENTS. 


We should be obliged for any help which would obtain 
for the Committee a litter of healthy es about two 
months old. The Committee would also gratefully 
accept any contribution to the funds, which are running 
low. They desire to continue the experiments for at 
least another month, or if possible two months, so that 
the results may be as conclusive as possible. 


THE PREVALENCE OF GLANDERS. 


During the last week of the Parliamentary Session 

Mr. Hudson Kearley asked if the Minister of Agriculture 
was aware of the great increase of glanders. The official 
reply was that there was no special increase in the 
prevalence of the disease—only one of the regular and 
frequent fluctuations. 
If we take an average of the years during which the 
existing useless Order has been in force we shall find 
that about 30 per week is the number of deaths result- 
ing from glanders in horses. ; 

Below is a list of the weekly deaths which have 
occurred since it was officially denied that any increased 
prevalence of glanders existed :— 


August 8 80 September 5 59 
ee 15 45 in 12 84 
22 73 19 54 
» , 6 68 
If the Board of Agriculture had not noticed the increase 


before they denied it they cannot well evade the truth 


“en the promised improvements are facts a career now—instead of 30 a week, 66. 
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THE TWITCH AS A CARRIER OF 
INFECTION. 


It occurred to me something like a year ago, when 
reading an article on the treatment of wounds and 
operating under antiseptic precautions, that there is 
one agent which, in my opinion, plays a great part 
in the transmission of contagion and which is great- 
ly employed in various operations, that is the twitch. 
Th large veterinary establishments it is brought 
into requisition for drenching purposes, it is also 
used in the forge for vicious animals, and the same 
old family instrument is in use until the rope gives 

, through being in a rotten state with the dis- 
chnge from the noses of scores of animals which 
may have been suffering from infectious catarrh, 
strangles, or even glanders. Frequently one will 
see a shoeing-smith or groom shaking the twitch, 
and blood may be seen coming from the gums 
caused by the septic end of the handle rubbing 
against the mucous membrane, and which I should 
say is direct inoculation should any bacilli be stored 
up in the wood or rope. In castration the country 
practitioner takes his twitch from one farm to 
another, and in this way may convey strangles. 

About a year ago I had several cases of strangles 
under my care, and at the same time a five-year-old 
charger, the property of a Prince, was attended 
suffering from a sore back. The animal was very 
restive and in consequence a twitch was applied 
daily and which was also being used to enable some 
of the strangles abscesses to be dressed. This 
charger was never allowed near the boxes, and a 
clean piece of tow was employed each time of dress- 
ing. However, in about a week the charger devel- 

oped strangles, and I could only attribute the 
source of contagion or infection to the twitch. 
J. M. Lunp, M.R.C.V.S. 


FORMALIN IN THE TREATMENT OF 
QUITTOR AND FOOT CASES. 


After using numerous antiseptics and astringents 
including “coring” and injections of corrosive 
sublimate, in the treatment of previous quittor cases 
and usually resulting in some weeks or months’ of 
treatment before a cure was effected, and having a 
fresh case of quittor on August 18th, I tried, 
amongst other things, blistering the coronet followed 
by such applications as boric acid, zinci sulph. ete., 
and beginning to lose hope, I thought I would try 
the effect (on Aug. 26th) of formalin both in concen- 
trated and dilute solutions applied twice daily. The 
result was both surprising and delightful, the case 
soon showed rapid improvement. Except for one 
or two days when the lotion left for application ran 
short, or was not applied according to directions 
which soon caused suppuration to again appear the 
result was a complete cure by Sept. 7th. 

The subject was a seven-year-old 
which ee sep severe lameness in th 
due to bruising of the coronet. 


‘bire mare, 
e off fore foot 


I find the formalin possesses great pegeteating 
powers and when first applied causes smarting an 
makes the animal stamp with the foot slightly, but 
this soon passes off. It has also preservative, 
hardening, and evidently great antiseptic properties. 
I have tried it in foot cases due to pricks in shoeing, 
to picked-up nails, etce., and so far had good results. 
No doubt the case of quittor was taken in hand in 
good time, as the sinus had not extended far down, 
although pus mixed with blood was constantly soak- 
ing the dressings, as well as a clear serous fluid. 

As this is the first case I have tried formalin in, 
the result has been most gratifying, and I intend to 
use it in any future case. I venture to submit it 
to the readers of your valuable paper and should be 
glad to hear the result of any case treated by them 
with formalin. The formalin was obtained from 
Messrs. Willows, Francis, Butler, and Thompson. 

W. T. Botton, M.R.C.V.S. 

Ebchester. 


A FISTULOUS WOUND. 


A cross-bred hairy terrier, eight years old, was 
bitten on the left side of the face and ear during a 
fight. Ordinary antiseptic home treatment seemed 
to answer till one day the dog boy reported that the 
ear was full of maggots, whereupon -the dog was 
sent to a veterinary surgeon and the maggots des- 
troyed, but there was a purulent discharge from a 
small puncture at the anterior base of the ear which 
seemed intractable to treatment for three months. 
At this stage the dog was brought to me, and I ap- 
plied twice daily with a small syringe 2dr. of a 
lotion composed of Tr. calend. and sol. hyd. per- 
chlor. 1-1000 for three weeks without success. I 
then changed the dressing to a 10 per cent. solution 
of hydrastis canadensis, and at the end of two 
months was pleased to find a complete cure which 
has remained so for three months. 

THE Doctor 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


THE EMpPHYSEMATOUS Fatus.—By M. G. pr Bruin. 
(Continued from p. 183.) 


Where there is little danger of an acute poisoning; 
on account of the small dimensions or greater 
powers of resistance to infection of the animal, ¢.9., 
swine, one can hasten the maceration and separa- 
tion from one another of the foetuses by repeat 
lukewarm uterine irrigation with a one per cent. 
creolin solution. Also in exsarean section, well 
borne by swine, the animal by such injections can 
in many cases be delivered. Vloskamp, in an article 
on the obstetrics of swine, writes :—‘‘ The quickly 
arising swelling of the vulva in sows is extremely 
troublesome. This at times is so extreme that 
although one can detect foetuses in the womb by 
manipulation one can hazard a pretty confident 


opinion that while this state exists they cannot 
delivered. 
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I have had great success in these cases with the 
following treatment: every half-hour, the following 
day at longer intervals, I inject 3 to 4 syringefuls 
(each of 60 grams) of a 1:5 per cent. solution of 
creolin. (It is worthy of note in this connection 
that one should not direct the syringe down in the 
vulva, for one case occurred with me where the sow 
was ill and remained ill, and afterwards had to be 
slaughtered, and she showed an affection of the 
bladder which had probably arisen through intro- 
duction of the rough syringe into the urethra). Two 
to three days elapse; the swine lose their appetite a 
little, but now pieces of the foetus appear. . Birth is 
quickly accomplished when once begun and the 
mother recovers.” 

One should never forget the danger of infection 
to the operator in such cases as these. 

This infection may occur if there is the slightest 
wound in the arms or hands such as may arise in 
helping at such births, erosions, torn nails, etc. This 
especially occurs in removing the ribs. The best 
means in my opinion to avoid infection is to cover 
these small wounds with iodoform collodion and re- 
peated washing of the hands and arms in a one per 
cent. lysol or creolin solution standing in a bucket 
near the cow. 

Of great importance after removal of the foetus in 
these cases is the after treatment. If the danger of 
sudden death under sapremic symptoms is to a 
great extent averted after delivery of the cow, yet 
new dangers alwaysthreaten. The afterbirth which 
remains behind is putrified and may cause intoxica- 
tion. The body which has already been fighting 
against the toxin of putrefaction produced by the 
emphysematous calf isin a very weakened state 
and capable of little resistance. 

After treatment should be as follows: removal of 
the afterbirth and injection of the uterus with luke- 
warm water. The employment of antiseptic means 
is unnecessary. A mechanical cleansing of the 
uterus is quite sufficient. I have had better results 
‘witha 1 per cent. Na., CO., solution, or with a 1 
per cent. sodium chloride solution, than with newer 
antiseptics. Of great importance is the regular 
cleansing of the uterus with lukewarm solutions, as 
the cow will not strain after the irrigation. 

Where removal of the afterbirth is impessible, be- 
cause it cannot be reached with the hand, or because 
the union of the foetal placentae with the cotyledons 
Is too firm one should employ daily irrigations. 

Internally roborantia and coffee are indicated. 


LITERATURE. 


1.—De Bruin: Berlin Vet. Weekly. 

2.—Lucet: Veterinary Progress 1900. 

3.—Hess: Swiss Archives. 

4.—Lempen : Inaugural dissertation,, Berne, 1902. 

5.—Vloskamp: Dazly lectures in vet. science. 
—Ex Berliner Thiertrzt. Woch. G.M 


It is stated that the French Army authorities have 
decided to replace hair-padding with cork in all saddlery 
and harness. The advantages anticipated from the 
change are a diminution in weight, a saving in cost, and 
jeeatly less tendency to cause flesh sores among the 

orses.— Meat Trades’ Journal. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Quarterly Meeting was held in the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on September 3rd. The President, R. 
Hughes, Esq., occupying the chair, and the attendance 
included—Messrs. Faulkner, J. 8. Lloyd, Chorlton, 
Michaelis, Munro, Brittlebank, Wilson, Stent, Pearson, 
Laithwood, Giblin, Garnett, McKinna, Wolstenholme, 
Dobie, Packman, Wood, Holburn, R. C. Edwards, 
Gubbin, Taylor, and G. H. Locke (Hon. Sec.) 

Letters of apology were read from Professors Pen- 
berthy and Hobday, and Mr. Darwell. 

Upon the proposition of Mr. Faulkner, seconded by 
eae the minutes of last meeting were taken as 
read. 

The SecreTaRY read a letter from Mr. Rishur, the 
reporter, announcing his resignation, which was accepted 
with regret. 

The circular letter was read from the Lincolnshire 
V.M.A. asking for support with the resolution, respect- 
ing the Board of Agriculture and the local inspectors. 

On the motion of Mr. Laithwood, seconded by Mr. 
Pearson, it was decided to support the resolution. 

Mr. W. T. WILson, MROVS. of Middlewich, was 
elected a member of the Association, on the proposition 
of Mr. Laithwood, seconded by Mr. Brittlebank, and 
carried unanimously. 

Messrs. Faulkner, Hughes and Wolstenholme then gave 
their reports as delegates to the Sanitary Congresses 
at Bradford and Liverpool. 


CoNGRESS OF THE InstiTuTE oF HEALTH 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Having been reques- 
ted by this Association, I had much pleasure, as one 
of your delegates, in attending with our worthy Presi- 
dent, the Liverpool Congress of the Royal Institute of 
Public Health on Thursday, July 16th, and beg to report 
that in the arrangements, combination of sections, pro- 
cedure, and practical results, it marked, from a_veteri- 
nary point of view, such decided progress as to claim the 
strong support of all those interested in the field of 
public health and communicable diseases of the lower 
animals, 

For the first time, I believe, the Veterinary Section 
was embodied in that of Bacteriology and Comparative 
Pathology, a change of material advantage in that 
workers for the common good and end were associated, 
and thus enabled to appreciate each other’s work, 
methods, and views, and to benefit thereby. Further, as 
the meeting was composed of bacteriologists, patho- 
logists, medical men, medical officers of health, veteri- 
nary inspectors, veterinary surgeons, members of muni- 
cipal and district councils, farmers, and cowkeepers, 
the work of the Section appealed to all interests con- 
cerned, excepting that a more adequate representation 
of the landlords and the general public would have been 
advantageous for educational purposes. In the work of 
this Section, and attendance thereat, I am proud to 
state that the veterinary profession bore no mean part. 

The business commenced at 10 a.m. under the presi- 
dency of Professor Boyce, F.R.S, a capable and witty 
Chairman, who delivered an instructive and interesting 
address on the application to modern requirements of 
the scientific knowledge, to be obtained from the 
several departments of a University such as that in 
Liverpool. 

This was followed by an able and comprehensive 

aper, with science practically applied, on “The Milk 
Gane y of large towns ”—(a) production, (4) delivery, 
(c) quality, (d) purity—by J. 8S. Lloyd, M.R.C.V.S., 
Veterinary Inspector of the City of Sheffield. Un- 
fortunately its delivery was interfered with by a time 
limit, which might be remedied in the future could the 
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papers be printed and circulated before the ager ge f Later Mr. Stafford Jackson read a paper on “ Inter- 
thus time would be economised, the value of the communicable Diseases of Animals,” and I was surprised 
paper increased by previous study, as also the discus- to hear Prof. Hewlett. making the statement that in 
sion which, notwithstanding, was heartily entered upon | malignant pustule the inflammatory zone of new tissue 
by those present, representing the various interests often prevented further invasion of the bacilli. 
identified with this important question. As previously In the afternoon the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress 
mentioned, the outcome being, that whilst admitting the | gave a garden party at Colderstones which was largely 
rogress made in some ae ae much still remained to | attended, and everything with boundless generosity. 
j accomplished in order that the public might obtain There was good music by the Liverpool Constabulary 
milk pure, a ee and wncontaminated, in the: band and 2nd Volunteer Battalion of the Liverpool 
i 


, furtherance of which was subsequently the resolution | Regiment. Refreshments were served on the lawn, as 
\ No. 1. ; well as scenes from “ Dorothy ” acted by Madame Nowry 
Then followed a paper on “ Bovine Tuberculosis and | and friends. 
: Public Health, by J. McLauchlan Young, F.R.C.V.S., R. HueGuHes. 


F.R.S.E., Lecturer on Veterinary Hygiene, Aberdeen me 
University, setting forth a series of experiments upon 


oN Prof. Hamilton and the writer, which led them CoNGRESS OF THE SANITARY INSTITUTE. 


to theefinite conclusion that human tubercle can be! I duly attended the Congress of the Sanitary Insti- 
readily oculated upon bovines, also that tuberculin, | tute at Bradford on July 8th. There were about thirty 
whilst it may render a tuberculous animal immune to a | members present, and were almost exclusively veterinary 
second testing, had no such effect against bacilli intro- | surgeons. The meeting room was well suited to the re- 
duced into the body by any of the various methods, and | quirements of this section. ; 
again, that human tuberculosis is transmissible to cattle, | The objects of the Institute and its Congress are well 
but the converse cannot be proved experimentally, al- | known, and I note the following means to attain the end, 
though cases of aecidental inoculation have been re- , viz. :— 
corded. | 1. The reading and discussion of papers. 
The subject was then discussed to a limited extent! 2. By notices thereof in the public press. 
by several members, including bacteriologists, medical 3. By epitomes of papers, and abstracts of discussion 
otticers of health, veterinary inspectors, and others. At a in professional journals. 
later stage of the meeting resolutions Nos. 2 and 3were 4. By publication in full in the Journal of the Society. 
carried. | I have noticed that there is very little inter-communi- 
RESOLUTIONS. /eation between the various sections when in congress, 
Vo. 1.—It was resolved : “That it is expedient that and that oftentimes, as at this present, the various meet- 
a Minister of Public Health should be appointed, and ing rooms are in different parts of the city. 
that in such a department there should be a Veterinary | The section specially interesting to our profession was 
Sub-Department with a veterinary officer at its head. "| attended almost entirely by members of our own pro- 
No. 2.—-That this meeting recognising that tuberculin | fession, in other words by gentlemen well versed in the 
is a certain diagnostic test for tuberculosis is of opinion | subjects under consideration. 
that tuberculosis in animals should be scheduled under’ | Now in my opinion the greatest effect produced by 
the Diseases of Animals Act. | these meetings is in and through those who attend. One 
No. 3.—-That this meeting approves of the principle would not wish to say that even veterinarians could not 
of compensation in the case of live cattle condemned for learn from the meeting such as that at Bradford, but I 
tuberculosis, such compensation being conditional upon | think that the subjects should be so arranged, and em- 
ascheme being formulated for the extirpation of bovine . brace a sufficiently wide field, that the special duties of 


tuberculosis. ; | the veterinary sanitarian should appeal to a much larger t 
| These were referred to the Council of the Institute for section than those of their own profession ; and that on 
fi the necessary action to be taken. the other hand others should treat of subjects which t 
The afternoon was occupied with the reading and dis- would be interesting and instructive to veterinary sur- 
cussion of subjects not immediately veterinary. _geons, though somewhat outside their special function. 0 
} The business of the day was followed by the agreeable In other words I think those attending ought to be able 8 
; / function of tea served in the building. to add to and advance some section of the work on the 0 
It occurs to me that.a joining of the forces of the one hand, whilst on the other they ought to receive and P 
i Royal Institute of Public Health and those of the Sani- be taught new truths and applications. Ww 
it tary Institute is a subject worthy of consideration, as The papers read and discussed were : 
if they appear to be striving much to the same end and, “The Slaughtering of Animals for Human Food,” by F 
consequently considerably with wastage. A. W. Holburn, M.R.C.V.S. to 
’ } For particulars as to the second day’s proceedings, to- “The Collection, Distribution, and Contamination of th 
with the I you to my Milk,” by J. W. Brittlebank, M.R.C.V.S. 
eague, our respecte resident, as he gener 7 ispos: i ” 
generously of Dead Animals,” by A. W. Shaw, 
Epwtn FAuLKNER. J. B. WoLsTENHOLME. 


> eveni 2 : Mr. FAULKNER presented to the library of the Asso- 
Walker Art Gallery. e guests were received by Sir — splot the Congress ; also a copy of he 
were made, light refreshments were provided, and with a veto osed, an r. McKinna é ~ 
the magnificent collection of valuable pictures, beauti- | @ Vote of thanks be given to the delegates.—Carm 


fully decorated rooms, the extensive library, a _ | Unanimously. Wh 
lent musien sastal evening of were shown by Messrs. Faulkner, 80 

n Friday morning Mr. Eaton Jones, M.R.C.V.S., (CNATeS: and Wo stenholme ; also several microscop Sey 
read a paper on “The Influence upon Publix Health of SPCMens Were on view. ma 
Keeping Horses and Cattle in Town,” called attention to MANGE IN Horsss. 


air space, light, | Mr. WoLsTeNHOLME made a communication remark- 
’ oused in a congested area. ing that an epidemic of the disease had existed in the 
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district for some considerable time, and that the authori- 
ties had put in force the provisions of the Mange Order. 
He first attended a case in March, 1900, but had heard 
of its existence previously. He had heard it generally 
referred to as having been imported with horses from the 
States. In his experience the affection had been more 
frequent amongst light harness horses than others. At 
first the cases were lightly spoken of and neglected ; 


afterwards the treatment was largely relegated to quacks, 


when not undertaken by their owners. 

In one case which had been treated by a quack he 
noted large areas and lines of hairless cicatricial tissue 
on the back and sides, from the caustic action of the 


-dressin, 


used. 

In pr as he had noted horses in agony from the irri- 
tating effect of a dressing of crude carbolic acid and 
water. 

In cases taken in hand fairly early, and where the in- 
structions were properly carried out, Mr. Wolstenholme 
had not found it difficult to effect a cure ; but in old 
debilitated animals, with the disease well established, he 
thought it better to destroy the animal than attempt 
treatment. 

Re-infection played a considerable part in the non- 
success of treatment, owing to imperfectly following out 
instructions for its prevention. A considerable amount 
of eczema accompanied and remained after the parasitic 
cause was removed. 

Mr. Wolstenholme had noted a considerable accession 
of non-contagious skin trouble in horses during the above 


riod. 
Mr. Wolstenholme exhibited urder the microscope 
slides with various specimens of sarcoptes scabiei, variety 
equi ; also sections of skin showing the parasites in the 
epidermis. 
Mr. WoLsTENHOLME exhibited the cervical vertebre of 
an old horse showing the bones extensively diseased and 


altered in size an ~~ due to a complication of | < 


osteomalacia associated with periostitis. 

For literature on the subject see Friedberger and 
Froéhner’s pathology ; Zhe Journal of Comparative 
Pathology (Prof. MFadyean) vol. 1899 ; article “ Osteo- 
porosis,” by Harold B. Elliot; also The Veterinary 
Record of 
the Horse.” 

Also sections from a carcinoma he had removed from 
the inguinal region of a fox terrier dog. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME went briefly over the pathology 
of white liver disease (coccidiosis) in the rabbit, and 
showed sections of the same in which the proliferation 
of the epithelial lining of the bile ducts was well dis- 
played, together with the causal organisms in situ, as 
well as free in the lumen of the tube. 

A discussion followed in which Messrs. Garnett, 
Faulkner, Lloyd, Laithwood, Edwards, and Holburn 
took part, and the meeting terminated with a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman and essayists. 


ril 11th, 1903, abstract “ Spinal Rigidity in 


RESEARCHES ON TRYPANOSOMIASIS IN 
WEST AFRICA.* 


By Evererr Duron, M.B., Ch.B.Vict., and 
J. H. Topp, B.A., M.D., C.M.. McGill. 


Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. 


We returned only three weeks ago from the Gambia, 
Where, as you know, we have been working on trypano- 
Somiasis, We are leaving again for that continent on 

ptember 3rd, this time for the em Free State, to 
make further investigations and complete our work on 


aight the meeting of the British Medical Association held 
Swansea in July, 1903. 


trypanosomiasis, so that it is unfortunately not possible 
for either of us to spare the time necessary to attend the 
session. We shall read with a great deal of interest the 
— of the discussion, particularly those portions 
which concern themselves with the possible causal re- 
lationship of and sleeping sickness, and 
with methods of finding the parasites in infected ani- 
mals when they are present in the peripheral blood in 
only smal] numbers. In writing this letter we are afraid 
that we have taken it for granted that you have seen 
our preliminary report published last winter in the 
British Medical Journal, since much that follows is a 
continuation of that communication. 


Prevalence and Distribution in the Gambia. 


We find that the disease extends practically from the 
mouth of the river to the end of British territory, some 
250 miles up stream. We have no evidence to indicate 
that there is any one type of locality particularly subject 
to the disease ; neither do we find that there are zones 
or belts of territory in which the malady occurs. For 
instance, although we found three cases out of thirty- 
five people examined in one village situated among the 
mangrove swamps, still we have examined many other 
similarly-situated villages in a far more thorough way 
without seeing a single parasite. We have found cases 
in low-lying riverside sen. in towns placed on high 
ground, on the sea coast far from mangrove swamp or 
river (Kommbo District), and in the upper river at 
Fatotenda. The latter town is situated on the river 
bank, here 20 ft. in height, and is far from any mangrove 
swamp. The neighbouring country is very. flat, and ex- 
tends in a sparsely-wooded plain, broken only by a fresh- 
water inarsh or two on all sides for a great distance. 
How far the disease extends into the interior we are 
unable to say, since British territory stops on either side 
at only seven miles distance from the river, and we have 
only once had the opportunity of making investigations 
in French territory—at Maka, about 30 miles from the 
river bank. Here we examined about 100 natives with 
negative results. 

Prevalence.—We have now seen six cases of trypano- 
somiasis in the native, and have once found the parasite 
in a white man (quadroon). Over 1,000 persons in 
Gambia have had their blood examined by us. The 
percentage which these figures give can by no means be 
taken as exact, both because the number examined is 
too small, and because those who were examined were 
only those individuals who could be persuaded by small 
bribes of beads, candy, etc., to be pricked. Remember- 
ing these facts, and taking into consideration the 
method of examination we employ (described in prelimi- 
nary report in British Medical Journal), we think that 
we are Justified in assuming the disease to be much more 
common among the natives than the figures seem to 
indicate. 

Observations on the Disease.—The quadroon case is 
the case mentioned in the preliminary report already 
spoken of. There we gave a synopsis of its characteris- 
tics. On January 18th we went down river from Mc- 
Carthy Island to see Mr. Q. at his factory, Sakuta, and 
to stay with him for a day or two while examining him 
and seeing the natives in the neighbouring villages. 
We found him in excellent spirits, and he said that he 
was feeling “ very fit.” He had been free from shortness 
of breath and palpitation for some time, and since May, 
1902, had gained 24lb. We found his temperature 
normal, pulse 104, respirations 18, blood examination 
showed red cells 4,350,000, white cells 8,000, hzmo- 
globin 96 per cent., and in 0°5 c.cm. of blood 19 organ- 
isms were seen (centrifuged). The colonial surgeon, Dr. 
Chichester, had advised him to take a preparation of 
arsenic, but none had been taken, and 7 had dosed 
himself with four sets of capsules from Dr. Kidd Davies, 
an American patent medicine man—one of the capsules 
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contained methylene blue—and Warner's safe cure and 
quinine bisulph. 9 gr. every other day. Since then we 
heard nothing of him until March 22nd, when we got a 
message to say that he was very ill, and “ would we come 
to see him?” We started as soon as possible, but un- 
fortunately arrived too late to see him alive. His friends 
said that his last illness had commenced with a cold and 
fever on the Monday ; he soon took to bed, complaining 
of headache and pain over the spleen. On Friday he 
was unconscious, and on Sunday dead. No more exact 
information than this could be obtained from the friends, 
and a necropsy was refused us. The original disease in 
this case commenced in October, 1901, so that its dura- 
tion was almost the same as in Mr. K.’s case, namely, a 
year and a-half. 

Native cases.—As stated above, we have found para- 
sit& in the blood of six natives—two females, four 
maleX The results of our examinations are as follows : 
Womans 35 years, at Lamin; boy, 9 years, at Lamin ; 
girl, 16 years, at Lamin; boy, 12 years, at Gunjur ; 
me 35 years, at Kountawuru ; man, 22 years, at Fato- 
tenda. 

Taken as a whole, the history and clinical examination 
of these cases revealed nothing important. In the 
younger cases the usual enlargement of the spleen was 
met with. Enlargement of lymphatic glands was pre- 
sent in some, not in others ; parasites were very scanty 
in all except the girl aged 16, where twenty-three were 
counted in one cover-slip. We will describe the detail 
of these cases in our report. While considering the 
above native cases, we should like to point out, first, 
that it is diffleult to get reliable information from a 
native—they say whatever they imagine will please their 
questioners ; secondly, we have only had the opportunity 
of examining the cases at most twice ; this is, of course, 
due to the exigencies of travelling, etc. ; and, thirdly, 
we have reliable histories from two cases only. 

Taking all the above facts into consideration, we 
believe that the disease as it occurs in natives is a 
peculiarly mild one. Clinically we believe it impossible 
to diagnose the disease in the native. The accelerated 
pulse-rate, slight rise in temperature, history of fever, 
ete., occur in natives in which no parasites have been 
found. We have long thought, because of this lack of 
symptoms, that possibly the black man in this disease 
bears the same relation to the white as does the game 
of Central Africa to domestic animals in the tsetse fly 
disease. The parasites found in the quadroon and 
native cases seem to be identical in morphology and re- 
action in animal experiments. We have had no oppor- 
tunity of investigating the course of the disease in the 
native—if we can call it a disease—but the ages of the 
natives infected indicate that there can be no acquired 
immunity. It would be rather curious if the woman at 

Lamin or the man at Kountawuru had only recently 
become infected for the first time after having been ex- 
posed to infection from childhood. We think that the 
varying ages of the various cases is another point in 
favour of our belief that the parasite occurs very fre- 
quently in the natives, but occurs only in a periodic 
manner in their peripheral circulation. 


The Disease in Horses. 


The horse is the only animal in Gambia in which we 
have found pathogenic trypanosomes. We have exam- 
ined cows, dogs (few), goats, sheep, monkeys, and a few 
deer as well as many small fry such as rats, squirrels 
etc., but without result. We have unfortunate y been 
able to examine very few donkeys and have been unable 
to get one for inoculation purposes. Out of 36 horses 
examined ten were infected 

Sketch of Symptoms.—The first thing noticed is that 
the horse seems to have lost something of his accustomed 
“buck” and vigor. He no longer seems to have uit 
the same vivacity in harness or to have as mvc ier. 


h endur- . 


ance as usual. Still the animal is apparently in perfect 
condition. He is fat and his coat is ape condition. 
Outwardly he is in perfect health. The temperature is 
only slightly above normal at this time (102°6), and if 
the blood is examined but few parasites will be seen— 
rhaps as many as ten toa cover, often not so many. 
wo or three weeks later more marked signs of ill-health 
become manifest. The horse has commenced to grow 
thinner, his head is drooping, his eye is not so bright, 
and although he is well able to go under saddle, still the 
rider is conscious of the animal’s weakness, which has 
now become patent. At this period there are periodical 
rises of temperature, when the parasites will usually be 
found in the blood, although at other moments they may 
often be absent. In another month emaciation is more 
marked. The ribs commence to show, as a Frontier 
Police Officer pithily expressed it. “The flesh seems to 
slip back from the horse’s chest to his belly.” The scro- 
tum becomes relaxed and the testicles hang so low that 
they seem to be cedematous at first sight. At times a 
slight watery discharge from the eyes may be observed. 
In none of the horses have we observed the marked 
cedema of abdomen, scrotum, and legs, nor the staring of 
the coat which is described in the “ tsetse fly” horses in 
South Africa. This last stage has lasted in one of our 
horses for seven months, and during this time on only 
four occasions have parasites been seen in its blood. On 
each occasion their presence was accompanied by a slight 
rise in temperature, 103 or thereabouts. We brought 
this horse home with us. It is nowin Liverpool, and its 
condition has much improved since leaving Africa. 
As the disease proceeds emaciations becomes more and 
more marked. The ribs and ilia stand out prominently. 
The animal wears an apathetic chronically tired express- 
ion, which is most characteristic. No cedema is to be 
made out. The whitish discharges from the eyes—in 
small quantities—is often seen. Saddle galls and sores 
on the projecting hip bones are often present. No 
hemorrhage has been observed in any of the mucous 
membranes. No blood has been seen in the urine. The 
orp are now almost continuously present in the 
lood and may reach very considerable numbers. The 
temperature fluctuates, though it is generally raised, and 
may go up as high as 105. Two horses have died under 
observation. One lingered for three days, scarcel able 
to rise from the ground, ina state of utter weakness. 
His breathing was very laboured, he sweated almost 
continuously, and just before death had a slight convul- 
sive seizure. The second animal died suddenly one day 
after being taken out a little distance to graze. In this 
animal a few conjunctival petechial hemorrhages were 
seen. The most notable features observed in the necrop- 
sies of these two animals were the yellow gelatinous 
cedema fluid found around the sheath, and in the first 
case on the abdomen, the amber-coloured lymph with 
flakes of yellow gelatinous lymph seen in the peritoneum 
and in the acme and pleural cavities. There was 4 
general enlargement of all lymphatic glands. Some 
were soft, amber-coloured, and watery, others had a 
chocolate-coloured centre, and still others showed marke 
vetechial hemorrhages. The spleen was not enlarged. 
he lungs were congested. e liver showed fatty 
change. In one case the heart showed marked fatty 
degeneration (thrush heart). To the naked eye there 
was no change in bone marrow. Only: in the very last 
stages of the disease does any marked alteration in the 
blood seem to take place, then both red cells and hemog- 
lobin are diminished Just before leaving Bathurst We 
heard that a year-old colt, examined and found to be in- 
fected in October, 1902, was still alive. On the other 
hand a similar horse in much the same condition died tw 
months after we bought it. We think from what we 


have seen that it is not impossible that horses may 
occasionally recover, 
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Synopsis of Results of Experimental Inoculations of the 
“ Two Diseases into Lower Animals. 

Monkeys. —- The dog-faced monkey, Cynacephalus 
sphinx ( ew is insusceptible to either horse or 
human parasites. We have experimented with nine of 
these monkeys. The small mangrove monkey (species ? 
is very susceptible to horse trypanosome (only pose 
one specimen of this monkey). 

Rabbits die from horse trypanosome in about one 
month and a-half ; with the anes trypanosome they 
appear to thrive and increase in weight, though parasites 
are seen in their blood in small numbers occasionally. 

Guinea- ngs with horse trypanosome, die in about one 
month ; with the human parasite one lived for four and 
a-half months. Marked post-mortem changes in those 
animals inoculated with horse trypanosome. 

Dogs (pups) die in two or three weeks from horse 
trypanosome ; two inoculated with the human _para- 
_ have grown into quite big dogs, and have been sent 

ome. 

Old Dogs.—One large bitch (sent home), inoculated 
five months ago with horse parasite, is still alive and 
well ; no — has been seen in the peripheral blood, 
but the blood is pathogenic to rats. Another grown-up 
dog died in a month after inoculation with horse trypano- 
some. 

Large bush rats (species?) are very susceptible to 
horse trypanosome. With human parasite they live and 
thrive, though organisms are more frequently seen in 
their blood than in the animals inoculated with the 
human parasite. 

Mice (house) die from horse trypanosome in two or 
three weeks; with human trypanosome live much 
longer. 

Hens.—African hens are insusceptible to horse try- 
panosome, one sent home inoculated several times. 

Cows.—We haveinfecteda cow and a calf with horse try- 

nosome. These animals have lived for two months and 
our weeks respectively. N.B.—We have never found 
the disease in cows naturally. 

Goats.—None have died from horse trypanosomiasis, 
while two inoculated with the human parasite have died 
onea kid in three months. Another goat inoculated 
three months ago has lost much weight, and shows many 
in its blood. 

‘ats.—Rats can be inoculated with the human disease, 
though none have ever died of it alone ; while rats 
— with horse parasite die as a rule in about four 

eeks, 


Discussion of Results with Reference to Identity or 
Otherwise of the two Parasites. 


‘The above inoculation (primary) experiments show a 
distinct difference between these diseases produced, in 
animals, by the human and the horse trypanosomes. The 

orse parasite is the more pathogenic, and after death 
bvious post-mortem lesions, namely, enlargement of 
spleen and glands, the latter usually hemorrhagic, are 
found. The “disease” caused by the human trypano- 

‘ome is very chronic, the animal’s health does not seem 

affected, and in the only deaths which have 

‘curred in animals infected with this parasite no macro- 

eg lesions were perceived. In the early stages of 

nes diseases the continued presence of the parasites in 

to (euPheral blood is far from the rule. This tendenc 

morn appear from the peripheral circulation is muc 
ore marked in the human parasite. In the latter 

D of the horse disease (a week before death) the 

"esence of parasites is constant, and their numbers grad- 


the twoparasites presents, sofar, nocharacteristicdiffer- 
they-a3 here are, it is true, a few minor points in which 

V differ, but before anything definite can be said a 
Study of stained specimens will be necessary. 


Y Increase until death takes place. The morphology | i 


From a consideration of the above facts it is impossible 
to decide whether the parasites found originally in 
horse and man are the same or different. The one clear 
distinction we can draw at present is the marked dissimi- 
larity of the disease produced by inoculation in lower 
animals. 

Transmitters of the Diseases. 


Here, unfortunately, we have to disappoint you as 
much as we ourselves have been disappointed by saying 
that our results are negative. We tried many times in 
vain to transfer both parasites by biting flies to healthy 
rats from either naturally-infected horses or artificially- 
inoculated animals. Two species of flies, Stomoxys and 
Glossina were used. If the method of transmission of 
this disease were, as is maintained, simply a mere 
mechanical transference of parasites from one animal to 
another by means of the insect’s proboscis, we think 
we should have obtained some result in our experiments. 
Perhaps, however, it may be that the parasite cannot 
live for even a few hours in the insect’s proboscis during 
the dry season owing to the excessive lack of moisture 
in the atmosphere. At McCarthy Island, where some 
of our experiments were undertaken, there was a daily 
difference of from 15° to 20° between the wet and the dry 
thermometer bulbs. Mr. Hewby, a travelling commis- 
sioner in Northern Nigeria, has told us of an observation 
based on a very careful study, which seems to be inter- 
esting in this connection. He noticed that his ponies 
after passing through a certain bit of bush in the wet 
season often became ill and died of fly disease! Ponies 
sent through the same bush in the dry season, however, 
escaped, although the flies, which he says are the same 
as the Glossinae, which we showed to him, were always 
ager in great numbers. We should have liked to 

ave given you our results in a more detailed way ; but 
it. is page as our notes are not yet completely 
arranged or our animal experiments completed or fully 
worked out. We hope before we return to the Congo to 
publish as far as possible a complete account of the 
animal experiments up to date, and to give a description 
of about six species of trypanosomes found in frogs, 
tortoise, and 


THE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS. 
BERLIN, Sept. 24. 


Professor Von Behring will to-morrow read a paper 
on the origin of consumption and its relation to tuber- 
culosis before the Medical Congress, now in session at 
Cassel. The eminent bacteriologist, who is well known 
as the author of the successful treatment of diphtheria 
by inoculation, has published in the Deutsche Medizin- 
ische Wochenscrift an outline of the views which he 
will develop before the Congress. They possess a special 
interest on account of the prospect which Professor von 
Behring holds out of combating that form of tubercu- 
losis which is known as consumption by means of inocu- 
lation, and of inaugurating prophylactic measures 
similar to those adopted against small-pox by means 
of vaccination. The fundamental feature of Professor 
von Behring’s theory, which is entirely opposed to that 
of Professor Koch, is that tuberculosis in animals and in 
human beings represents different varieties of the same 
disease, and that it is transferable, especially by the 
agency of tuberculous milk. He distinguishes in this 
respect between adults and infants, and maintains that 
while the former, except under special conditions of the 
digestive organs, may safely partake of unsterilised milk, 
infants are particularly liable to infection from this 
source. Experiments made on newborn foals, calves, 
guinea-pigs, and other animals show that the mucous 
membrane of the intestines at that stage of their 
development is like “a filter with very large pores,” and 
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that the bacilli of infection pass through it into the 
blood precisely as if the animals had been inoculated 
with the poison. In subsequent stages of their develop- 
ment these animals are provided by nature with a 
mucous membrane which tends to exclude the danger 
of infection. 

Professor Von Behring is convinced that the same 
holds true of infants and adults, and that a large portion 
of mankind is infected in infancy with the germs of 
tuberculosis derived from cow’s milk. In support of his 
assertion he adduces the remarkable statistics both of 
anatomical and of pathological investigation. At the 
same time, he draws a broad distinction between tuber- 
culosis and the specific form of that disease which is 
known as consumption. Many persons are infected with 
tuberculosis who only after many years develop symp- 
tows of the disease which are discoverable by any known 
tes\, In some cases they do not develop such symp- 
tomst all. Particular circumstances, such as over- 
exertion, inadequate food, and various unfavourable con- 
ditions of life, may cause the disease to assume an active 
and virulent form, but in the vast majority of cases it 
must have been acquired in infancy. 

At present Professor von Behring is engaged in experi- 
ments upon new-born animals with a view to testing the 
rer gg nay of rendering them immune against tubercu- 
osis, by supplying them with a form of nourishment 
which contains a suitable solution of tuberculous virus, 
and if these experiments are successful, as he has reason 
to believe that they will be, he has good hopes of being 
able to inaugurate a similar prophylactic method for the 
treatment of infants. He is, further, strongly inclined 
to believe that the milk of cows which ine been 
rendered immune contains prophylactic elements which 
it will be practicable to employ in the treatment of 
human beings. At present, what he describes as this 
“immune milk” does not produce a lasting immunity 
in the animals to which it is administered, but Professor 
von Behring has hopes that medical science may yet dis- 
cover a method of employing the active principle of the 
virus, together with its antidote, so as to inaugurate a 
kind of preventive treatment similar to that which 
has wend successful in the case of other diseases. 

He seems to regard himself as on the eve of some im- 

rtant discovery in this sphere, since he announces that 

e will not accede to any requests which may be ad- 
dressed to him for specimens of his specific against 
tuberculosis until he has been able to publish the 
announcement that his investigations are concluded. He 
even ventures to anticipate that the success of his 
method may render sanatoria for consumptives super- 
fluous, except in so far as they may continue to fulfil a 
beneficent mission in preventing the development of 
tuberculous infection into virulent forms of consump- 
tion, and in teaching tuberculous patients how to combat 
wa — at home by dietetic and hygienic methods. 


CHARGE AGAINST A V3.8, 


Cecil M. W. Park, a veterinary surgeon, of Brixton 
Road, and Henry Gordon Blair, a 
assistant, of Finee Park Road, Putney, appeared in 
answer to summonses taken out by the Royal § ociety for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, complaining that 
they unlawfully caused certain dogs and cats to be ill- 
k Col 
r. Frank Colam appeared in support . 
monses, and Mr. Portland Akerman ended Blair’ 
Mr. Richard Warr, a chief inspector in the service of 
the Royal Society, stated that on August 19th he went 
toa private house in Louisville Terrace, Lavenham Road 
Southfields, and in a yard about 21ft. by isft. he found 
a number of dead and living dogs. There were three 


dead dogs and one dead cat. The carcases were lying in 
the open, exposed to the weather, and within a few feet 
of the living animals. There were six living dogs, none 
of which were provided with proper accommodation, and 
all of which were in very poor condition. In his opinion 
they were suffering from want nd ym food. In the 
house he found a large dog attached toa table suffering 
from canker in the ear and evidently in pain. There 
were no indications of the animals having received 
treatment. In a dresser cupboard, in total darkness, he 
found a tabby cat, and ina cupboard under the stair- 
case, also in total darkness, he found a smoke colour 
long-haired cat. A dog was brought down from the bed- 
room. It appeared “tucked up.” There was no water 

rovided for the dogs or milk al the cats, and the only 
ood he found was about 13lbs. of hound meal. On 
August 21 he went to some premises at Station Road, 
Brixton, and there found some dogs in a small room 
which was apparently used as a surgery by Mr. Park. 
He found no food there, with the exception of a small 
quantity of hound meal. He saw Mr. Park, and accom- 
panied him to a house in the Brixton Road, where, in a 
room in the basement, he found two dogs tied to a table, 
and inascullery he found a pug dog in a very poor, 
weak condition. There was another dog in the same 
place. Outside, without any shelter or cover, he found 
two brindle bulldogs, one of which was in a very poor, 
weak state, and also a large bull terrier, which was 
under cover in a corner, and was in good condition. No 
water was provided, and the dogs appeared to be hun- 
gry. Asked what food he had, Mr. Park produced about 
2lb. of hound meal. He told Mr. Park a complaint had 
been made that he was starving and neglecting dogs sent 
to him as patients and boarders. Mr. Park replied that 
he was sorry he had found things in the state he had ; 
he was negotiating fora farm, but they wanted £45 
down for it, and he could not get it. At the close of the 

inspector’s evidence, Mr. Hopkins adjourned the further 

hearing of the summonses. 


On Monday, September 28th, Mr. Hopkins resumed 
the hearing. 

John Walker, a labourer, who said he had no home at 
present, stated that some time ago Park instructed him 
to look after the dogs at Southfields. On an average he 
received a shilling a day for the keep of the cats and 
dogs. At one time there were 19 dogs there, but after- 
wards there were hardly any. He very often had to pay 
money out of his own pocket to buy food, but had a deal 
of trouble to get it iokcanin 

Mr. Akerman, defending, cross-examined the witness 
with the view of showing that some hound meal was pro- 
vided for the use of the dogs and that the shilling a da 
was given to him in addition. One of the dogs whic 
was found dead in the yard at Southfields was my 4 ill 
when it was brought to the establishment. The ead 
dogs seen by the inspector were awaiting removal to the 
Dogs’ Home. He never saw Mr. Park unkind to any of 
the animals. 

uestioned by the magistrate, the witness said he 
could not say how long he was at Southfields. It might 
have veen three months. Mr. Park saw the animals 
there now and again. The dogs were fed with hound- 
meal, and if they did not eat it they got nothing else. 
He was paid 5s. a week for his services. . 

_Mr. Hopkins : Did you ever go to Mr. Park and tell 
him these dogs were starving —No, but he knew they 
I did not 

id you know they were starving !—No, sir, I did not. 
does that in at latter part would not 
eat the hound-meal. They wanted other food, and they 
food! 

ou were the man responsible for buying the 4 
I bought it, sir. I ae wronged a By out of a half- 
penny. 
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Mr. Akerman declared that he would prove conclu- 
sively that during the period covered by the summonses 
there were upon the premises two 1 ewt. sacks of hound- 
meal, and he would show by the books that Walker, in 
addition, received a shilling a day. 

Archibald Thurston, a solicitor’s clerk, explained that 
he took the premises at Southfields at the request of Mr. 
Park and lived there. On an average there were from 
12 to 14 ay In his opinion the animals were not 
sufficiently fed. Upon one occasion Park complained 
that the dogs were costing too much, and said he used 
to feed 14 dogs at South Lambeth Road upon Is. 6d. 
per — In his opinion Walker did his best for the 
animals, 


Mr. W. Kirk, a member of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, who went with Inspector Warr, the 
Society’s officer, to the premises at Southfields, stated 
that he made a post-mortem examination of the body 
of a fox-terrier, and he came to the conclusion that the 
animal had been absolutely starved. He also visited the 
peas at Station Road, Brixton, and at Brixton Road. 

he dogs there were not in such a bad state as those at 
Southfields. 

Cross-examined : He ditl not know that some packs of 
hounds were fed entirely upon hound-meal. That was 
news to him. 

At the close of the Society’s case the further hearing of 
the summonses was adjourned.— Daily Teleyraph. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 
Summary or Returns, Week ENDING SEPTEMBER 26, 1903. 


Foot- Glauders 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Rabies. Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) 
Cases 
Period. a ; a £ ; | Confirmed 23 
No. | No. | No. | No No No. | No No No | No 
Week ended September 26, 1903 7 34 68 
1902 10 15 19 41 
Corresponding week in {1901 —.. 6 | 10 29 | 56 | | 
{198 8 | 10 18-102 
Total for 39 weeks, 1903 590 893 1185 | 6,140 
1902... 520 830 | 1 | 120 | 884 1576] 12 | 11 1,823 6,259 
Co respondi iod i 1901 dhe 470 | 669 12 | 669 1047 1799 1 1 79 ’ 
{3901 412 716 16 | 225 | 860 1421 3 1 1,583 15,202 


Norre.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture, Sept. 29th, 1903. 


Veterinary Surgeons and Jury Service. 


At Harlesden Petty Sessions on 24th yg 1903, | 
the Bench considered the objection of Mr. Philip J. 
Hagmaier, M.R.C.V.S., of Kilburn, to serve as a juror | 
on the ground that he was a registered medical practi- 
loner within the meaning of 33 and 34 Vic., Cap. 77. , 
t. George Thatcher, the solicitor to the Royal Colle 
of Veterinary Surgeons, appeared in support of the ob- 
Jection, and after putting in formal proof of the claim- 
ants status asa member of the R.C.V.S. quoted frou | 
the original Charter of 1844 a recital of reasons :—That } 
ing to the petitioners not participating in the privi- | 
“ges and exemptions which had been granted to the | 
eal and other professions much injury had arisen to ' 
themselves in the course of their practice and they be- | 
ng SO occupied in the discharge of the duties of their 
"olession were unable to discharge parochial and other ' 
uties enforced on them, and that upon such prayer a | 
t had been granted recognising the veterinary art : 
p,.Profession, that by a further Charter of 1876 a i 
Register had to be kept of ali who were members of such , 
fotession, that by the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 1881, : 
po 2, veterinary surgery was defined as the art and | 
ing ue Of veterinary surgery and medicine, and accord- | 
to Section 17 exclusive rights of practising and being - 
veterinary surgeons were given, that the words in 


| to it. 


| the Jury Act, so far as regarded England, exempted cer- 


tain certified medical practitioners and included “ regis- 
tered medical practitioners.” He contended that havin 
regard to the words in the clause, to the Charter, ‘an 
to the fact that all veterinary surgeons had to be on the 
Register, that they therefore came within the words 
“registered medical practitioners” within the meanin 
of the exemption clause in the Jury Act. He then said 
that the point had been settled in Ireland by the Court 
of Crown Cases Reserved allowing exemption, though 
the words of exemption in, and the rish Act were “licen- 
sed medical practitioners” instead of “registered practi- 
tioners.” 
The Chairman at this point interposed and said the 
Bench were not bound by the decision of an Irish Court. 
Mr. Thatcher at once acquiesced and said that he fully 
conceded that, but that he thought it might be useful 
that the Bench should know it by — of a guide. . 
The Chairman after consulting with the other magis- 
trates, stated that the claim was rejected, and that the 
name must appear on the jury list. 
Mr. Thatcher then asked for a case. } 
The Chairman : Certainly. We think youare entitled 


At Paddington Petty Sessions on 29th September, 
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1903, the Bench considered the objection of Mr. Ernest 
Lionel Stroud, of No. 29, Spring Street, to his name be- 
ing placed on the list of jurors. Mr. Thatcher appeared 
in support of the objection, and after formal proof had 
been given that Mr. Stroud was a Fellow and Member 
of the R.C.V.S. and actually: practised as a veterinary 
surgeon, Mr. Thatcher stated the reasons for such ob- 
jections and contended that Mr. Stroud was a registered 
medical practitioner within the meaning of the Jury Act 
1870. He quoted extensively from the Act itself, and 
the Charters of 1844 and 1876, and the Veterinary Sur- 
geons Act 1881, especially laying stress upon the fact 
that under that Act veterinary surgery was held to com- 
prise the art and science of veterinary surgery and medi- 
cine, and that there was not a Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons on the passing of the Jury Act 1870, but the 
Register kept according to the Charter of 1876, and con- 
2 the Act of 1881, brought the case within the 


exempjon clause. The Bench enquired whether any |: 


other similar aeons had been made in other places, 
and on being told by Mr. Thatcher that a case af come 
before the Harlesden Bench last week, and was now in 
process of Appeal to the Divisional Court, they decided 
that the objection should stand over until the decision 
of the superior Court had been obtained. 


At Worthing Petty Sessions, on Wednesday, before 
Colonel Henty and a full bench of Magistrates, Mr. 
G. Aelxander Todd, M.R.C.V.S., of Worthing, applied 
for his name to be struck off the Jury List for Worthing 
on the ground that he was a registered veterinary 
surgeon. 

The Assistant Overseer (Mr. F. Martin) opposed the 
application. Members of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons and Physicians were specifically mentioned in the 
exemption clause of the Act, but there was no reference 
at all to veterinary surgeons. 

The Clerk (Mr. M. Goodman): I am afraid you don’t 
come within the exemption, Mr. Todd. 

In reply to that I should like to call the attention of 
the magistrates to the fact that the Irish Conrt for 
Crown Cases Reserved, sitting in’ Dublin last June, 
decided that the exemption does include veterinary 
surgeons. 

he Clerk : Have you got that decision with you ? 

Mr. Todd: I have a report ot it in The Veterinary 
Record. I might also add that the Hedon Bench, in 
Yorkshire, granted a veterinary surgeon exemption on 
the strength of this decision of the Lrish Court. 

The Chairman, after consulting with his brother magis- 
trates, announced that the exemption would be allowed, 
adding—* A decision of a court of seven judges ought to 

be enough for us.” 

Directions were also given for the names of Mr. Hy. 
Smith and Mr. J. W. Pritchard, two other local veteri- 
nary surgeons, to be struck off the list. — 


The Jury List for the parish of Brighton was pre- 
sented by the Clerk to the Guardians (Mr. B. Burfield) 
to the Bench for their signatures, and was signed after 

ohn W. Atkinson, F.R.C.V.S., asked that his 
be struck off the list, and supported his application by 
a Yorkshire decision when the Bench struck off the 
name of a veterinary surgeon on the ground that he 
was a registered medical practitioner, this class bein 
exempt from service.—Alt ough there was a case sta 
in the Irish Courts, it was pointed out that the point 
had not. been before the English High Court.—After 
some deliberation, the, Chairman said the Bench had 
decided to retain the name of Mr. Atkinsoii on the list 
but they would be quite willing to state a case.— Sussex 
Daily News. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“MUNICIPAL DUTIES OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS. 


Sir, 

The following is taken from a report of the minutes 
of the Watch Committee held in Scarboro’ on the 15th 
Sept., 1903 :— 

“The Town Clerk reported that it had been suggested 
to him by Captain Spencer, of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, that it would be advisable to appoint the Chief 
Constable and two Police Inspectors as Inspectors 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts. 

Resolved—That the Town Clerk be instructed to inform 
Captain Spencer that this Committee cannot accede 
to the suggestion made by him.” 


Unknown to me, and without any complaint respec- 
ting my duties as Inspector under the Diseases of Ani- 
mals Acts, this matter was brought forward by the 
Board of Agriculture. 

Some discussion has taken place lately with regard to 
the advisability of local authorities increasing the duties 
of veterinary surgeons, not only appointing them in- 
spectors under the Diseases of Animals Acts and pro- 
fessionally attending horses belonging to corporations, 
but adding the inspection of dairies and acting with the 
Medical Ofticer of Health as meat inspector, etc. 

It is to be regretted that the Board of Agriculture 
have os many veterinary surgeons of the appoint- 
ments they held under local authorities, by using their 
influence with local committees and advising them to 
place the work in the hands of the police. This is a 
retrograde step against the advancement of the veteri- 
nary profession. Local veterinary surgeons by their 
fitness and knowledge of diseases in their respective 
neighbourhoods are especially qualified to carry out any 
duties pertaining to the suppression of infectious 
diseases, and are better able to cope with outbreaks 
of disease and to benefit the stock-owners generally, than 
any laymen the Board of Agriculture can select. If the 
Board of Agriculture were in touch with the veterinary 
profession ews the country I am confident better 
results would follow. It.is an astonishing fact that we 
are far behind other countries in the management of our 
veterinary departments.—Yours faithfully, 

Scarboro’. J. Cooke, F.R.C.V.S. 


VETERINARY BURSARY. 
ir, 


Why not have this competed for every three years 
and make it £240. Trust the man sent out, like Dr. 
Arnold of Rugby used to do his boys, and don’t hedge him 
about with many restrictions. If his heart was in the 
right place he would do good both for his profession 
and for science. If the man had got his di eae an 
seen some years practice he would have got Capend the 
chrysalis stage. 

Diarrhoea in young animals, Umbilical pyzemia, SymP- 
tomatic anthrax, to say nothing of Obstetrics, all need 

lenty of scientific elucidation yet. Koch gets £10,000 
or his work in veterinary fields in Rhodesia which 1s 
probably called an honorarium. Why should not 4 
veterinary surgeon sent out as an emissary in the cause 
of science get something besides his bare expenses.— 
Yours truly, G. Mayall. 


Communications, Booxs anp Papers RECEIVED.—Messrs- 
G.Thatcher, A.M. McClew, T.T. Prime, J. M. Lund, 
J. Cooke, G. Mayall, W.T. Bolton, J. Dawson, J. A. Todd. 
The Doctor Sahib. 


The Yorkshire Post, The Sussex Daily News. 
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